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her instincts and affects, but without thereby mastering
them. In contrast, therefore, to her logical and consolidated
consciousness, her affect is proportionally elemental, con-
fused and ungovernable. It lacks the true human note ;
it is disproportionate and irrational; it is a phenomenon of
Nature, which breaks through the human order It lacks
any tangible arri&re pens^e or purpose ; at times, therefore,
it is quite destructive—a wild torrent, that neither con-
templates destruction nor avoids it, profoundly indifferent
and necessary, obedient only to its own laws, a process
that accomplishes itself. Her good qualities depend upon
her thinking, which by a tolerant or benevolent compre-
hension has succeeded in influencing or restraining one
element of her instinctive life, though lacking the power
to embrace and transform the whole, Her affectivity is
far less clearly conscious to the introverted woman in its
whole range than are her rational thoughts and feelings
She is incapable of comprehending her whole affectivity,
although her way of looking at life is well adapted. Her
affectivity is much less mobile than her intellectual con-
tents : it is, as it were, tough and curiously inert, therefore
hard to change ; it is perseverant, hence also her self-will
and her occasional unreasonable inflexibility in things
that touch her emotions,
These considerations may explain why a judgment
of the introverted woman, taken exclusively from the
angle of affectivity, is incomplete and unfair in whatever
sense it is taken. If Jordan finds the vilest feminine
characters among the introverts, this, in my opinion, is
due to the fact that he lays too great a stress upon
affectivity, ask if passion alone were the mother of all
evil. We can torture children to death in other ways
than the merely physical. And, from the other point*
of-view, that wondrous wealth of love of the introverted
woman is not always by any means her o*vn possession!

